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Churches, buil upoa the Word of God,: and 
| the praRtiee-of the Apoſtles, 
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To all true-hearted Chriſtians and 
good Subjects, who deſire a bleſſed 


Conjuncture of Truth and Peace,and 
an happy Reformation inthe 
 Stateand Church, 


= I $ Suffcrers may complaine, and Sorrow- 
4, L=Y2! ers ſpeake, ſo we Divines who are Seers 


NEE: oweht not to be ſilent , when we diſcover a 
| wick-ſand of exronr, or any rocks of ſin, 


KN \ a, : - : . 
7 bt af); ar which a ſoul may daſh 30 1t5 eternall per- 
208 Il FEES dition. There, & 4 Coward zn the field, 


. whos like theWiſe- mans foole, his heart is 
at his mouth, and he knowes not what he does profeſſe, for- 
getting even that he weares a Sword for his defence, There 
& likewiſe a Coward in his faith, who is like a foole that 
ſeemes wiſe, for his mouth is tn his heart, and he dares nos 
profeſſe what he knowes, not remembring that God hath com- 
mitted to him the publication of his Word ,.at which the_> 
men of this world take offence , and had rather be fed with 
pleaſing truths 19 the'r deſtruction, then heare of true Do- 
arinewhich croſſes them in their pride and ambition, I am 
perſwadedthis cuſuing Treatiſe will offend thoſe who being of 
Aerius bis ſþir:t, oppoſe moderated Epiſcopacie, for no _ 
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&r Craylicus 
D:ANHAGES x7! 
ta Gen, © © It is for want of this, that to repaire an accident the ſubſtance 


R Fon $ 


end but that they themſelves might Lord it over Gods her;. 
tage with a Tyrannicall Inſolencie. The Gharatter which 


Hom.8.inGen.' Chryſoſtome faſtens upon ſome proud Heretiques in his 


time ,will fit with ſuch mens arrogant conditions, Thenacwkcy 
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but if they were throaghly ſifted, and their thoughts ript ap, 
we ſhould finde a Lions heart under a Sheeps skinne, That 
which they doe but pretend, is our totall aime, and that is 
Moderation, 4 Yertue ſs admirca by that Secretarie of a 
French King, that being commanded by his Soveraiene to 
ſer dewne iz writing the beſt word that he ever met with in all 
his reading, he writ in a ſheet of papir the French word which 
#5 ſutable with our Enzliſh, Moderation. 
It ts for want of this that men (as Chryſoſtome ſpeaks) 
rrnne headlons into frecipices of. Schiſmes and Diviſions, 


is deſtroyed , as when inſicad of paring a mans nails, one_ 
ſhould cut off his head. | 

It is for want of this that a Calling found and tailt upon 
the Scriptures, allowed of by ail Councels, and for 15 000.yeers 
ſettled without a-n-ſaying in all R: formed Churches, ſhould 


now be cryed downe as iliegitimate and ſpurions , and all for 


the defect of ſome Perſons. 

Let us then have i0'Generalls, becauſe ſome have beene 
found tardie inthe execution of their Commiſijons : Let us 
have no more, Caprtaines , becauſe ſome have been faulty in 


the diſcharge of their duties : No more Fndzes, becauſe ſome 


have perverted the Lawes by their falſe gloſſes. 

J ſpeake this with griefe ;Conſidering what a ſhame it will 
be to our Nation , when it ſhall be reported in After- Ages, 
that inſtead of taking off the miſſe, and.ſcraping off the_> 
moula, that adhered to the fabrick of our Churches admired 
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government, the whole building was deflrayed, and anather 
ſet up greater in bulk,and not conſiſting with Monarchy gr the 
liberty of theSubjetF,ſuch s aPresbyterie. Which I couldprovr, 
and which Idol 1 would court and labour toſer up , if I were 


the neckes of the Gentry, and the ſhoulders of my Pariſhioners, Nd. 


being thus mounted I ſhauld be ſhot at with envy and hatred, 
which would be a meanes to hinder the paſſage of the Goſpel, 
and choke the ſeed of the Word wi ich takes root in thoſe hearts 
only that are garniſhed with love and liking to their Mi- 
niſters. | 
Azaine, when I conſider with ſorrow and teares the ſad 
diſtempers, the many Schiſmes and Hereſtes under which the 
Church now labours with ſhame and [corne from its enemies, 
I muſt needs ſubmit to the judgement of a wiſe man, who con- 
cludes of an impoſubility to ſettle theſe diſorders, ro ſuppreſſe 
the daring boldneſſe of Anabaptiſts and other $chiſmatickes, 
unleſſe there be ſet over the Presbytcrs in every Provinces 
grave and wiſe i)verieers, i.e, Biſhops to reſtraine by their 
authority grounded upon the Law ſuch mens bold attempts, 
who jlye even at the Crowne, and ſow the ſeeds of errours in 
the mindes of poore Chriſtians, who ſwallow all dodtrines, if 
wſhered with a ſeeming amthority fromthe Scriptures. 
And ſoraſmuch as every Sect will be buſie in tempting 6- 
thers aficr it, and ſomake a fatall rupture in the brdy, and 
teare the Church in pieces by their multiplied diviſions; no 
better wiy is conciaved to prevent theſe fearfull, miſchiefes, 
and tore-eftabliſh Unity both iy Doarine and Woritip, 
in 1he Church, then to inveſt one with power, who not med- 
ling with temporall affaires, ſhall (with the advice and con- 
ſent of a tew grave Presbyters, aſi:\ting him in his monethl 
Viſ:tation) ſtranzle Schiſme in the Cradle, nip it in the bud 
and ſee that all infericur Minijiers d:ſcharce thiir fanttions 
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| The Preface. | 
both in Doctrine and Life. The laſt of which / as the Chan- 
cellor of Paris once ſaid) i the beſt Oratour to perſwade, and 
the beſt Comment upon the Word, and therefore it is moſt ne- 
apt hr every Minifter be reformed himſelfe, if he means 
to in{trudt others in the way to heaven and happindſſe, 
Epiſcopacy moderated promiſes this reformation in 
the Church, It was that whereby Crathilinth King of Scor- 
land, who ſucceeded Donald, ſetled the Goſpel of Chriſt in 
bi Kinzgdome, with the extirpation of idolatry, which the 
- Druides thoſe idolatrous Prieſts had ſet up in thoſe parts. The 
godly Miniſters,by whoſe ayd and aſsiſtancethe King didthis, 
Peteres Scoto- were termed Colidei or Culdees; who, as Buchanan 
_ Kt copt e bimſelfe aſſerts, choſe out of themſelves eminent men in piety 
elefti cam cd andgnowled:e, tooverſee the reſt, and to _ them ta the 
huc non hon. performance of their miniſteriall offices, with adiſcreet car- 
Mrs ' wot riaze of each one towards another in their ſeverall Societies, 
dofirine certa- thoſe Overſeers Buchanan calls Epiicopos, Biſhops, zot 
fir oc Buch Superintendants. 
hit © TIna word,  Fpiſcopacy thus moderated will be (by Gods 
bleſsing ) ameanes to reduce things and perſons to that parity 
which God expects of us, and which once acquired thc Sword 
ſhall turne againe intorhe ſcabard, our Wars willceaſe. 
I know that middle counſels ever diſpleaſed both parties 
Hift.ca.p.437. that were at ods and variance : aproofe hereof we have in 
Pope Pius (rather [mpius) the 4. tn the Conncell {or rathey 
Conventicle) of Trent , and 1 doubt not but by propounding 
this way of moderation I ſhall parchaſe many enemies, ard loſe 
morefriends : However I ſhall comfort my ſelfe with that 
ſaying of the Apoſtle, If Iltecketo pleaſe men I am not 
the ſervant of Chriſt. And T ſhall intreat all my fellow- 
labour :r5 in Geds Vineyard, the Miniſters of the Wird and 
Sacraments, to looke into the 13. Chapter of Ezckic), where 
a woe is pronounced againſt thoſe Prophets, who are like 
the 
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the Foxes in the Deſerts, i.e. hide their heads, which go 
not upinto the gaps, neicher makeup the hedge of the 
houle of Ifrael. This Text ſet a ſpurre to my backward in- 
tentions ; it ſtirred me up to (natch a Candle out of another 
mans hand to give light ro them that are in darkneſle, 
and are miſled with corrupt and blinde Teachers , whoſe aime 
7s to pull others out of their ſeats that they may ſtep intothems 
themſelves : aud when [ſuch giddy-braine Drivers ſhall get 
into the Chariot box, when men led with Phanfie and Ambi- 

tion ſhall it at the Helmeof our Church, then woe betothe- 
State, woe be tothe Kingdome. 1 feare they will encreaſe 
our miſery and confaſion. Toprevent all which,and their in- 
evitable ruine, 1 deſire all good mento joyne with me in their 
prayers to Goa for an happy and an honourable Union between 
the King and his Subjetts, that Mercy and Truth may 


_ together, Righteouſneſſe and Peace kiſſe each 
other. 


Amen, 


So Sbiofoofb ood oo ooo 


Faults eſcaped, corre@t thus : 


Page 2.line 2. reade yg} Cure, p6-1.2.rtade (i.e, the Presbytery) to fee Y 
it ratified, p.8.1,23. reede, this inference. 
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THE GrRanD RECONCILER. 


D QDAAYJZRemember apaſiage inthe Preface ef a ju- 
[{PSDH dicious Work written by Mr. H, ene of the 
Aflembly, againſt the Independents : 
In that Preface he humbly beſeechesthe 
' Honourable Houſes of Parliament to ſettle 
z Government in the Church, and that 
with all ſpeed , fearing left that if it ſhould 
| continue long without a fence, and with- 
out Dreflers and Pcaners to purge and weed it, to defend and. 


guard it, this /7zejard.weuld bee rooted up by the wilde Bores Pial. 80, 13. 


ext ofthe wood : Rome is a wood full of perplexitiesand errours; 
The Jeſuited Papitts are wilde Bores full of cruelty and ma- 
lice: And befides theſe, the Jiztle Foxes ( the Sehiſmaticks ) 


* which we are commanded zo take avd kill, theſe would devoure Can. :. 15. 


the grapes of the Vincyard, and trample all good Orders under 
their feet, by which meancs there would be laid open a wide 
gap forall damnable Hereſfies, Schiſmes, and Erreurs, which in 
2a ſhort time would ſpring up and cover the face of the Church. 
Thetrath of this we have now found by fad experience. Two 
black Devils, Hereſfie and Schiſme, attended with a train of hor- 
rid opinions ra:{ed from Hell that region of darknefle, have mar- 
ched-in triumph with great boldnefle in all quarters of ourLand, 
and ſpawned the poyſon of their contagious Tenets, which have 
beenefileticed for many ages, and ſcarce heard of till this. And 
thas whileſt we are diſputing what government is beſt, our Ship 
 4sS{inking; and the Church may rightly ſay with ſome altcrati- 
'©7, What the 21arimers once to —_ Philoſophers, (iporting 
51F4 | "In with 
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The Grand Reconciler. 


with their danger, and prating Deemre, & non exte ina ſtorme 
whilft they were perifhing ) SmMVvwua ey, 1 Vurls miller), 
Doe you ſport with your pens and tongues whilſt my enemies 
arediving into my bowels withtheir{words, and raking in my 
wounds ? And well may th: Charch take up that ſad liime:ta- 
tion of the Prophet Jeremy, How # the gold become aim, ard the 
woſt fine gold changed, axd the flenes of the $ anituary are ſcattered 
in every corner of the ſtreets? How 1Sthe beauty of our Hierufa- 
lem difaced ? How arc the beautifull lowers of this cur CGar- 
den waſted ? I could ſpend many ſheets 1n fuck mournfull 2 #0- 
modes: Burtas it 18 the properiy of a good Phyſitian not to {ll 
bis Patients eares with {i.;h-s, buc to apply & remedy or a fit cure 
(and that with care and ſped) for his griefe or malacy ; ſoit is 
as vaineto weepover a gaſyins and dying Church, and rot to 
propoſe a Medicine to prevent itsruine, I dare not be ſo bold as 
co preſcribe of my felfe what Cerdiall is fittſt fora bleeding 
State, and to adviſehow the ruines of this our YVinejard may be 
repaired : Onely th sI dare inall humility aflcrt, that there are 
two Fences moſt expedient; the one to keep Gods wrath out, 
and that is our hearty ſorrow for our finnes; tke other, good go- 
vernment, to Keep good order in, and with it to maintaine Qui- 
etneſjſe and peace within our walls, which peace is Relivions 
Nurfe : My earaeft aid harty defireof which happy peace (by 
a blef{. d re-union of the disz-ynted members of this Kingdome 
to their King) moved meto take courage, notwithſtanding the 
Tobiahs and Sanbatats that of poſe it,to collet, as was once de- * 


Fhe Booke is fired, eut of the approved. Worke of Mr. Thorndike, a modell of 
entituled, The the b:{t and moſt ancient Church-government, ſetled by the A- 
P/izwitive Go- poſties in the Eaſt and Wefierne Chinches, for which we have 


vernment of ' 
Churches. 


a 


a full and cleare authority out of the holy Scriptures, and which I 
doutt not will ſatishe «ll partics but the Independents, who 
would turn- Chriſtian liberty into licentioufneſle, not allowing 
ary Government either in the State or Churck. 
The Governime:it which that worthy man labours to com- 
mend to the judgment of our Nehemiahs our State-Govegnours, 
is that which is moſt conſiſtent with the Crewne and the Supre- 
macieof the King , which (as his Majeſty himſelfe confefles in 
his Anſwer to the Nineteen Propofitions) is tempered and al- 
layed with an ArilteCracie, #.e, the Authority of a Parliament 
His 


The Grand Reconciley. 

His great Councell to adviſe Himin all affaires which concerne 
the wel-fare of the State. In reference to which,th:Government 
of the Church founded by the Apoſtles, and which is certainly 
the onely remedy to prevent diſorders in Eccleſialtick and Lay 
perſons, is a mixt Goyernment, conſiſting of Biſhops and Preſ- 
byters : Which that it was eſtabliſhed by the Apeſtl.s, he cvi- 
dences by many enſuing arguments; laying down firſt theſe four 
undenyable Truths, on which he buiids the fabrick of tus learned 
Diſcourle : 


I. (That the Apoſtles,during thetimeof their continnance 
upon earth, took upon them the overſight of thoſe 
Churchcs which they planted, 

2, | That each Apoſtle fixed his abode in, and placed his 
care upon {ome one particular Church, thouth all the 
world weretothem a Diocefle ; in that they under- 
4 tooktopreach the Goſpel to all Nations. * 

3+ | That the Apoltlcs were Biſhops of their feverall Chury 
T ches,which they took into their care and charge. 

4. | That the Biſhops were ſucceſſors tothe Apoſtles 5 Be- 
cauſe they were truſted with the overſight of one 
Church, which the Apoſtles for their owne time af- 
1, forded toall within their Q.arters. 


SECT. 

O illuſtrate the truth of theſe foure Poſitions, and withall 
to prove that the Churches were at firit governed by Bi- | 
ſhops and Presbyters,he begins with the firliCkurch,the Church 
of Jcruſalem, Mother of all Churches, from wacuce thc found of 
the Goſpel went out intoall the world. This Church was un- 
der the Charge of Tamer, the ſonne of A/phers, one of the Apo- 
{tles, and his Presbyters ; No donbr by tae content and appornt- 
ment of the other Apoſtles, providing tor the C::urch thcre be- _ "#22 
. . . ; Ing IS 18 CONIKTa, 7? 
fore their departure into other cuaiis, This appeares by many by Ig= I 
pregnant paſſages of the Scriptures, as, Galar 1.18, Galt, 2.9. patins & Clens; 
Att.15.1,13,19. Gal.2,12. All tneſcplaces prove that Salnt A/exandrinas. * 
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EF James had the charge of that Church, as being the chicfe of that 
* And when firſt Councel hcld there, of which we reade, As 15. and * no- 
| _ P o- minated by S. Pal (in that forc-named Epiſtle to the Gal.2.9.) 
and jobn,&. btorethereſt of the Apoſtles, ſome of whoſe names wee finde 
there recorded ; To denote his prekeminenete and precedencie 
in that place. 
And that he had Presbyters for his Aſſiſtants, appeares by 
Adts 15, the ſecond verſe of the fore-cited Chapter of the As. ch. 21. 
| v.19. where we find that S. Pax! at his laſt comming toJcruſalem, 
went in to James, where all the Elders were preſent, to adviſe 
- With him that had the care of that Church, about the great buſi- 
n:{ſe then in hand, kow ta bchave himſelfe towards thoſe of the 
Circumcifion who beleeved.. 
Of the Colledge of Presbyters at Jeruſalem, and-of their con- 
currence and afliſtance with S. lamwes inthe Government of that 
Church, we have two unreprovable Arcuments in. the Acts of 
the Apoliles, At.11.30. Afty15.4,6,22,23. 
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T7 pattern thus ſ{etled tn Jeruſalem,the Apoſtles fellowed 
in other Churches, which they converted to the Faith by 
reaching to them the Word of Life. Theſe Churches. were firſt 

# Terr, lic.de _ in Citics,xs appears by * Tertullian,whichis moſt wor- 
Preſcrip. c.20. thy our obſervation. Fer becauſe they could not beſtow their 
4 > proznde L *- paines equally inall places , reaſon required they ſhould labour 
x ny w moſt to plant the faith of Ckrift in the moſt populous: From 
| -itatem condi. Whenceit was propagated through the Townes and Countryes 
| derunt, which were adjacent to thoſe Cities, which therefore in time 
became ard were called the Territories, Pariſhes, or Dicczſcs of 

ſuch or ſach Churches, Now the form of (Government «ltated by 

 $,Paul over theſe Churches, is pointed out to us, Att. 14.23. 

| where we reade that Paul and Barnabas erdained them Pretby- 

* Vigin Lyſtia ters in every * Church, i, e. Colledges ,Bodies or Companies of 
$ 2nd Devbe, Ci- Presbyters , to order with common advice and joynt conſent 
'H + pp SJeÞs, the Churches planted by them in ſeverall Cities. This appeares 
4 to0 by the 20, of AF, 17.where we find that there was a ous 
| EP of 


The Grand Reconciler. 
of Elders at Epheſus, for which Pax! ſent to Miletws. Thus in 


the Church of Philipps, you ſhall find that the Apoiltle dire&ed Phil;p r. 
his Epiſtle to the Biſhops and Dezcors there, which mult beto | 


the Colledge of Presbyters next above the Order of Deacons; Se 
when the Apoſtle writeth tothe Theflalonians, 1 Theſ.12. And 
we beſeech you brethren to know thim which labour among Jon, 
axd are over you in the Lord: The multitude wherect he ſpea- 
keth is to be underſtood likewiſe of the body or company of the 
Presbyters. Andinall Church Writers you ſhall hnd continuall 
remembrance of theſe Presbyters, whenſoever there is ſpeech of 
Mother Churches in Motker Cities. X 

Now the Presbyters being ſtyled inthe holy Scriptures by the 
name of Biſhops, a Queition will ariſe from hence, Whether the 
Apoſtles from the beginning ordained Biſhops over the Presby- 

ers. 

Wee muſt needs anſwer Negatively : And thetruth of this 
. will appcare ont of AF, 20.17. where the Apoſtle ufirg theſe 
words to the Presbyters of Epheſus, T ake hred ro yorr ſelves, and 
to the whole flocke, over whom the holy Ghoſt hath made yeu 
Eyp15Scoyos,Biſhops, or Overſeers. Where,as he giveth the 
name of Biſhops to the Bresbyters, ſo he addreſſeth his toſtruRi- 
ons tonene b<fides. From wherce we may probably infer, That 
at that time there were no Biſhops; Tf there had been any,S. Par! 
would have mention2d them with reſped to the eminencie of 
their office. 


So wefirde none at Philipps, as is evident by the Epigraph or Puil.1.c. 


Inſcription of that Epiſtle to the Philippians: None in ths 
Church of Corinth, as 1s colleted by S. Ambreſe, and ethers, 
| from the many and great diſorders which the Apolile ſharply 


taxeth, 1 Cor.11.21. All which happened, becauſethere was no ride Tert. de 
Bifhopto compoſe the dift-rences of that Ciurch in the Apoſtles P:«/c-ip.c 36. 
abſence. where he calls 
the fore-named 
; Churcaes 4 po- 
charge and overſight of thoſe Churc'ics wherein he had planted felorem Cathe- 
bodies of Presbyters. This app-ars by that place in the 2 Cory. 44s. By which 
I 1.28. Beſides thoſe things-which are wubout, that which cons. '* *PP*2"s that 
| che Apoſtles 
; * ſate there as 
I Cor.5.4. where he proceedeth in the ſentence of Excommu- chiete, 


It ſeemes then, that the Apoſtle himfelfe had taken the chicfe 


meth upon me daily, the care of ali the Churches, See Atts 15. 36 


B 3 nication 


J 


The Grand Reconciler. 
nication againſt the inceſtuous perſon, and requireth of the 
church (z.e.thePresbyter )to ſec it ſatisfied, And the wholetrame *-F* 
of his Epiſtles containes the Ads of his Spirituall Government, "F* 
which he reſerved to himſelf in chiete over the Churches which | | 
he h:mſelfekad planted. The like may be afſerted of Saint Peter, 
In reſpect of thoſe Churches committed to his charge. Yid. 
I Pet, 5.1. where he direeth his exhortation of feeding the 
Hocke to none but Presbyters, which St. Hieromelang ſince has 
maintained out of the 13. to the Hebrewes 17. where the Apo- 
title writeth 1n the plurall number, Obey thems that have the rale 
over yon, and/[ubmit your ſelves, &c. 


—_—_ —C— ——— — 
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Hings being thus ſetled, when the Apcities by reaſon of that 
A multitude of bufines, had not leiſure to aitend in perfon upon 
the Churches which they had planted, they appointed certaine 3 
Heads or Superintendents over the company of Pre:byters, 
which Heads ever ſince haveretained the name of Biſhop, | 
Thus were Timothy and Titus made Biſhops over the Chur- 
Whoſe Mother ches of Crete and Aſia, when it was revealed to the Apoiil: S, 
Chneen was Pax, that from thencetorth he was to make the Weſtcrne pits F 
I of the world his Dioceſle, vid, 4.19, 21. And it was at Epme- | - 
ſus where S. Pasl thus beſpake the Elders, At.20,25. And now | 
behold, 1 know that all you among whons 1 have gone preaching the 
Kingdome of God ſhall ſee my face 19 more, Aud knowing by re- 
velation, that hee was to ſerve God no more in thofe Ealterne 
parts, hee appointed thoſe two Diſciples 7iworhy and T ts to 
be in his ſtead over thoſe Ghnrehes : And that their charge was 
as great 25 that of Biſhops is net queſtioned by thoſe who are 
verſed in the moſt ancient Records of our Ciurch, Yuideſt E- 
Piſcoprs niſi primus Presbyterorum, (ayes St. Auguſtine ; Thetc- 
fore if Tiwothy and 7 tus had a full power and authority to or- 
daine Presbyters and D-acons, and to fit them with mitructions 
to manage their ſeverall offices, we may not doubt out of a fond 
nicety to ſtile them Biſhops, or Overſcers, for that thy were 
the Hc ads of their ſc verall Presbyters, and had a aireffive and 
coercive power over them intheir particular Clarges, which 
| : might 


Vid. 18.1.5. 
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might be proved by many places in the holy Scriptures. Wee 
may conclude then that S. Parl, in that hee placedtwo of his 
prime Diſciples in two principall Cittes * 10 which there were 
Presbyters, and gave them incharge to ordaina Prevvyrers in & 
very City, 2s there ſhould be need 3 Hence (TI fay) we may w- 
ferre, that our Apoltle thus ſetling the Eaſterne Churches, and 
appoitting them their Heads and Bodics of Ecclefiafticall Go- 
 v<ernours, intended to leave a patterne which afterwards thould oat 1008 
be followed in all Ages. And that this Government was ſetled _— by 

in Aſa under Timorkies charge, it appeares by S. /ohys ſeven rpnativa his 

Epiſtles ſent from our Lord to the 75.Charches, & direRcd to the Epiſtle, who 

Angels there, who no doubt were Bifhops. And that a& of his = >: TR 

in direRting, kis Epiltlesto one in the name and behalfe of the ——_ 
whole Chutch, argues the eminencic of the Head fit to anfwer gfien A 6 


forthe ded it repreſenteth. of Biſhops and 
Presbyters. 


gy, 
bo 
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SECT. LV. 


Nd that the ſame forme of Government which was ſetl-d 

in Hieraſalemand the forenamed Ghurches, was likewiſe 
ettacliſhed inthe Churchof Antioch, may be proved by that Text 
inthe 13. of As, wh re weread, that th-re were in the Church A112 > 
of Antiochia certaige Prophets and Teachers, and as they mini- 
ftred unto the Lord, and fafted, the Holy Ghoſt [aid, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the wor ke wherewunte 1] have called them ; 
aud when they had fafied and prayed, ana laid their hands upon 
them, they ſent chemo away, Tt 1s fafe to attirme, that theſe Pro- 
phets and Tezchers were no other tizen that ranke and order of 
Presbytcrs, becauſe we reade, that they miniſtred unto the Lord 
and gaye impofitica of hands, which was the worke of ordi- 
__ nary Miniltcrs, though that particularimpoſition of hands upon 
Paxl z3ndBarnabas was not an'ordination of Pawland Barnabas, 
but a ſeparation of them, v. 2. and dc{tinatins them to diltinct 
Countries, The Heads of the Churca wereS, Paul and Peter, as 
appeares by leguatizs in his. Epiitle ad Magn, where wee have 
theſe words, For at Antiochia the Diſciples were firſt called Chri- 
ftians, Paul und Peter founding the Charch, But to untwift a 


doubt which foine may make, that is, How it caiaeto paſlc, that 
there 
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there weretwe Heads of that Church 2 Wee may anſwer, that 
there were two ſeverall congregations at one and the ſame time 
there; the one of the Gentiles,called by the Apoſtl- Uricircum- 
ciſion ; the other of the ]ewes ; the care of the one was com- 
mitted to Petey, the other to S, Pant. Theſe two Apoſtles being 
called away by their imployments in other parts, tookethe ſame 
courſe with this Church which before was done by S. Pax! with 
thoſe which he commended to the care of Timothy and Titxc : 
For, both congregations being by that time united together in a 
{weet harmony of Love and Peace, h: commended them joyntly 
ro the care of Exedizs the Biſhop, who was predecefſour to 1g- 
#arins. To maintaine yet further the truth of the poſition we are 
aſſured by the authority of Dionyſus Bifhop of Corinth, that Di- 
onyſrus the Areopagite, ©. Panls Convert, was Bilhop of Arbens: 
In Alexanaria, from 21ark the Evangeliſt (who was firſt ſer 
At, 17.34 over that Church) there was a continued ſucceſſion of Biſhops 

and Presbyters, even untill the times of Heraclas and Dio- 
us, as Saint Flieromo witnefles in his Epiltle to Er4- 
fri, 


Gal.z.9, 10. 
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SECT. 


| Aving proved that the Apoſtles ordained Presyters to go- * 
9 vernethe Churches plantcd by their care and paines, the 
Heads whercof after their departure were Bilhops ; from this 
| . procte we may eaſily draw this inflaence, That the government 
Fo © © of theChurches wasfor along time upheld 1n common by Bi- 
Wi {hops and Presbyters, as trom the beginning the Presbyters go- 
verned Joyntly with the Apoltles. This inference Mr, Th.cone 
firmes at large by many deinonſtrative and undenyable argu- 
ments, viz. p. 69,70,71- Whcreout of [gnatize his Epiſtle ad 
Trafiianos, and the Commentaries under S. Ambroſe his name 
Nothine was BPoD 1 Tim.5. 1. he proves what has been afferted, S. Ambroſe 
done in the his words are theſe, Apud omnes ntique gentes honorabils eft [e- 
C hurch ty the webtits, unde Synagoga OR poſiea Eccleſia ſeniores habuit fine a 
Biſhop wi.hout quorum confilis nihil agebatar 11 Eccleſia. | py 
his Pre YCt®, © This likewiſe is contirmed by S. Hierome upon Tit 1.5, and 
advice and ' 8 i 
conſeng, =—by the Authority of S, Cyprian, Ep. 6, And by rcafon of this 
| Eg COil- 
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concurrence ot the Presbyters with the Biſhops in the Govern- 
ment of the Church, it is, that the moſt ancient Church Writers 
* comprized bath Biſhops and: Prebyters under the ſame titles; 
enticling the Biſhops Presbyters, not becauſe there were then 
_ noBiſhops (as fome tondly deeme? but b:cauſe both concur- 
red (as hath been ſaid) in a joynt care of managing the affaires 
of the Charch, | : : 
That their names were confounded Mr. 7h, proves out of the 


Epiſtle of Clemens, vide p. 54. and out of Ignatize his Epiſtle < __ 
ift.p.3.c. 23. 
_ one and 
- > p the ſame iscal- 
no other reaſon can be given but this, that he ſo termes kimſelf "or mie 
both in regard of his age, & in regard of his -ffice, whichwas com- and Ilpzo:/- 


mon inthe careof the Church with the Presbyters. To evince 77e©@- 


to Hero his Deacon ; and alio out of Teriwl, de preſcrip.c. 3, 
The ApofileS, Peter tiles him(clf an Elder, 1 Per.1.5. of which 


farther that there was ever acomunity of names, though a diftin- 
Rion in the order and office of Biſhops and Presbyters, he cites 
aplaceout of Terrwull: in his Lpol. £.39.Preſfident probats quicq; 
 ſeniores, &c. Where. by the name of Elders or Prcesbyters, is to 
be underſtood the order of Biſhops; With this of Terr#liay ac- 


cords that of S. Ambroſe, in his 1. Book de Offic. vid. c. 20. and. 


_ of Irene, 1. 4.c. 43. both which authorities you may reade at 
large in Mr. Th. book, p. 77,78,79. And that both rankes or or- 
ders of Biſhops and Presbytcrs were comprized under the name 
of Prepoſits and Preſidentes, is cleare, as appeares by that place 
of Tertull, de Cor, Mi, c,3, Euchariſtic Sacramentum nec de 
aliorum manu quam Prefidentium ſumimus, The like we finde 
- in S, Cyprian, Ep,62. By all which it is manifeſt, that both ore 
ders had common Names in regard of the community of their 

- officeand charge. | 
As for the forme it ſelfe, of this Church-cenſiftory, the mixt 
Government of Bifhops and Presbyters, it relates to a patterne 
in the Synagogue of the ]-wes, for it reſembles their publike 
' Court of Juſtice , which they called the Sanedrin, a great part 
whereof were Pricfts and Levitcs, and had the hearing of all ſorts 
of cauſes, We have S, 1eromefor our Advocate to confirme this 
reſemblance between the Biſhops and Presbyters, and that high 
Court of the ]ewes. | on. 
i: Hein bis Comment apon T*, ſpeaking of Biſhops con- 
C joyned 
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jey'ned with Presbyters, ſayes thus, Imorauruer doyſon 945 runs 
haberet in peteflate ſun pracſſe popnls 1/raelrtics ſryranginta elegit 
cum quibu papulnms judicavit. But when Moſer was dead, n 
Preſident was chofen over andabove the ſeventy whom they 
called the N«/i, who from age to age ſupplyed o/es place, and 
fachas the Naſi watover the Seventy, 18a Biſhop over the Preſ- 
byters, 5. #. chiefe both in Digaity and Office ; of which there 
aretwo parts , dpy00 and legit to rite the Church, (5, e.to 
keep thoſe that bewnderhim in obtdience to-good Lawes) and 
to performe divine ſervice, to Pray and Preach, and to adminifter 
the Sacraments. 


nt 
— — = —  — — 


»ECT, VI. 
Ow bectuſe there'be ſomie who-draw this compariſon ints 
4 VE eohſequence, l{bouririgto'prove that the Pres byteries ought 
to eonfift part of-Eldets of the people, and part of Chirch Mini- 
ters; »5-:the Sancadrin'wis made up of Priefts, Levites,and Laikes, 
They #iuft knowther'the Satedrin-confilted of the chiefe of the 
People, xs wellus Priefts and Levites, becabſe the chicfe cauſes 
of the ©dihiibtiwealth as well is of Reliptop, paſſed through 


Veg" =- — 


- eidirharidsattwerereferred totheir judgements. The Church 


I Tim.5.17, 


in #11 temperallmatrersis ſubje& to the Tawesand, authority of 
theCortttttbrſmwenlth + But in'thoſe things which concerne the 
Souls; can we'imagitiethatour Lord did leave kertothe charge 
of any but'to'thofe'who are truſted with the Keyes of his Houſe, 
who are ſpirituall men, ſet apart and appointed for the'cure of 
ſoules ? But to prove that the Presbyteries then in'aſe conſiſted 
bf none but Miniſters of the Church, it will not be amifle; firſt 


| tocleatethat Text in Timwetbie, which they urge who labour'ts 


maintainethat Lay perſons were in the Apoſtles times admitted - 
intoPresbyteries. Zet the Elders that rule well be comnted worthy 
'of dowble honour, efpecially thoſe that labour in the Word and-Do- 
Hrine. Theſe words carry at'the firft ſound an appearance of two 


_ forts of Elders, the one of which they would have Preachers, 


the other onely Rulers, But we mult anſwer this ObjeQion, 
firlt by'an undeniable affertion' takenvut of St. Peters exhorta- 
i 23 bt OR ood ton 
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tion to his Presbyters, and out of St, Pans charge to the Pref. 
byters of Epheſus, 47.20, Botltheir exhortations imply thus AR. 20.28, 
much, That the Presbyters duty did confift inthis, to feed the 
Flocke of Chriſt, andto-over/te it. We aflert thereforethat their 
office was beth to govern and to teach; both whichare plain- 
ly intimated in thoſe quatities which the. Apoltle, 1 Tim.3.2,5. 
aſctibes as proper to Biſhops, 5. s. (as Mr. Th. acknowledges) 
to Presbyters. Both too are containedin that very piaflage which 
is alledged to eyince the ncceflity of Lay» Elders ; for thoſe Z- 
ders that rule well are {uch as labour in the Word and Dottrine. 
Secondly, to theobje&tion we anſwer thus, That 1n that place 
the Apoftle intended only to differencethe Presbyters by the exe- 
cutionof their fun&tions, and not to-make any difference in the 


- funRions themſelves : For the fanctien and office was one and Reade Mr. 


the ſame, belonging to one and the ſame Ecclefiaftique perſon, rare 


his office was to 7#/e and teach; this latter was rightly accoun= (vc Text of 

ted the moſt eminent point of that Fun&ton ; he that took ſpe- r Tim.5.17, 

ciall paines in this, {which the word xen9r7w implyes) and Yid.Medes 

withall did rule wcll, was worthy of double honour inthe Judge- 2/47: 

ment of St. Pax/, and this inthe judgement of the moſt learned 

Interpreters 1s conceived to be the meaning of the Text. | 
 Againe,what if we ſhould not deny, but confeſle what is evi FPÞ-4-4-&c | 

dent and cleare by many Texts, that the Holy Ghoſt diſtributedin/, ©, 1. gs, / 

that infancy of the Church many perſonall gifts and ſpeciallen® +  /] 

dowments on feverall perſons to be employed in the edification 

- of particular Aﬀdſemblies; amongſt which gifts this of 7#/ing 

might be one, which the Holy Ghoſt might beftaw on ſomete 

a\ſilt the Presbyters in their government. Although this be gran= 

ted to have been in the timeof the Apoſtles, yet if any man ſhould 

now preſume to draw their example into imitation, I would 

ask him this queſtion ; What commiſſion he or any man has to 

turne temporary indow ments into perpetuall places? Iam ſure 

he has none. What might be expedient in the Apeltles dayes, 

' may not be thought convenient in ours. Andif we ſhould en- 

deavour to doe new what then was done, I feare the world 

would be turned upſide downe, andall things brought to confu- 

fion. But to conclude this grand Controverſie betweene England 

and Geneva; Mr.Th, who — ſhort of any in the skill of —o 
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Antiquity ,affures us that weſhall never finde inany ancient Ay- 
thor the leaſt mention of Lay-Elders in the government- of the 
Church in that menner as is practiſed by the Geneviſts. The con- 
trary he proves out of Tertwlien, and out of the Commentaries : 
under St. Ambroſe his name upon Tit#9 : by which it is manifeſt 


that the Elders then in uſe were Dofores, ſach as were -employ- 
ed inthe Miniſtery of.the Word and Sacraments. | Fs 


"_ deed etna od _— Le ee ee ——— — 


SECT. VHL.- 


Wir: great doubt being, I ſuppoſe,cleared, and it being ſuffici- 
ently proved, that Lay-Elders have no right tothe ordering 
of Church affaires, or medling with ſpirituall things which con- 
cerne the good and welfare of mens ſoules : Mr.7h. proceeds to 
diſcover out of the moſt ancientAuthors what were the bounds of 
the office of Biſhop and Presbyter,and 1n what caſes the Biſhop - 
had the preeminence, 


He tells us that the office of Divine Service, #, e, of Teaching 

or Preaching and adminiſtring the Sacraments, were wont to be 

ze, when he reſerved to the Biſhop 1n honaur of his place and eminency of it. 
came noany This is witneſſed by 7#ſt. 4artyr, who relates in plaine termes 


| © rg 6 that the Sermon uſed tobe made, and the Euchariſt celebrated by 


| | gave way to the Tlet25or Biſhop ; ſo that the Presbyters did not preach 
; Pim to preach, but when the Biſhop was abſent, and adminiſtred not the Sacra- 
ments, #. e. did not conſecrate in his preſence. This is evident in 

the life of St. Auftin, by the ſtoryof YValerins, a Greek Biſhop, 

who comming into St.. A»ſtines Church at Hippo, deſired Saint: 

Auſtize (who was not then a Biſhop) to officiate, in regard 

that he was not well skilled in the African, nor the people in the 
knowledge of the Greek tongue. Tertstay affirmes the ſame, 

I, de Bapt.c, 17. ſo does 1gnatius in Epift. ad Smyru, Where to 

ſhew the preeminence of the Biſhop he proves , that as by the. 

ancient conſtitutions of the Church the Presbyters ought not to 

doeany thing without the conſent of the Biſhop, nor the Biſhop 

in great matters without the conſent and advice of his Presby- 

ters, ſo neither ought the Laity to doe avy thing in the Church: 

' without the Biſhop and Presbytcrs approbation or. liking. 

= ny _ | This 
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This may be farther proved out of 1g91ati* in his Epift. ad Tral. 
Andſo ſtill in 7gnatizs the Presbyters are afliftant tothe Biſhop. 
in all things. Which is likewiſe confirmed by the ſixth:/Canon 
of the Councell of Gangra. Yi. Mr. Th.p.118,119, Where hee 
alſo proves that the Deacons were not /#+54r5, 5. e, had not the 
ſole diſpofing of the maintenance of the Church and poore, but 
did onely execute the will and judgement of the Biſhop and 
Presbyters, and diſtributed the Churches almes to thoſe whom 
they appointed. 


——_— md 
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| SECT. VIIL 
Aving thus declaredin part the preeminence of the Biſhop 
"A overthe Presbyters, :.e. the priviledze he has in ſome caſes 
above theſe, and alſo that the Deacons as well as the Lay-perſons 
are ſubje& to the power of both the former, Mr. Th. proceeds to 
diſcourſe of two particulars in the Office common to Biſhops 
and Presbyters, wherein the people have a ſhare, and may claim 
an interefle, | b. 
.: FTheoneis the diſcipline of Penance; 
Theother the ordaining of Miniſters. 
_ And firſt of all by way of manuduction to his diſcourſe, he ex- 


plaines that Text, atth.16.19. And 1 will give thee the keyes of 


haven: And whatſoever' thou binacſt on earth ſhall be bound in 
heaven ; whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in hea- 
ven, Which power of binding and loofing he affirmes to be the 
ſame with that given to the Apoltles,7ohn 20,24. Whoſorver [ns 
ye remit they areremitted unto him : and whoſe ſocver ſins ye retain 
they are retained. The Biſhop and Presbyters that excrciſed this 
powet of binding and looſing, remitting and retaining fins, re- 


- preſented the office of 7udges and Phyſitians : Judges they were Lapfs fratri- 


in ſhutting Gods houſe upon offenders, and binding their finnes __ po) pooh 
| EAnLlta &— 


upen.their conſciences; Phyſitians, in preſcribing the medicine 


kavinga ſpirituall eyeto juJge when repentance is ſound and un- 
fained , upon due knowledge of this they may aſſure men _ 
cg E, | | C 3 - . their 


13 


ns x ACER la queratur. 
of repentance : And in that reſpe& alone are ſaid to remit ſinnes; Emil. in E p. 


(as a Phyfitian who does no more but preſcribe the medicine,or ad Cypr, Ep. 
at the moſt ſec it preſctibed, is ſaid, to care a mans diſeaſe,)And 75+ | 


» y 


gregationor 


7 


1 Tim. 1.20, 


* 7.6, The con- quents ; but *they ms 
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their fires are pardoned, and prenounee their abſolution decla- | 


4tively; axtcrcoy they unlooſo that knot wherewith their con= 
The medicine of Repentanceprefcribed to a delinquent, was 
wort tobe fivengthened with the prayers and interceffion of the 
Congregation; bat inthe chiefe place of the Biſhop and Preſ- 
byters, whoſe {> 45 hone cotteſpondent to that which is given 
to tnakephyfickwork.Y5.244t.18.19.0ut of which text follow- 


« Ing that wherein Chriſt gives to the Apoſtles power of binding 


and loofing, may be proved that the Congregation interceding 
by their prayers with Gad for a ſinner, in this reſpec bore a part, 
and had a ſhare with thE Chorch,-(the Bifhop and Presbyters 


inthe diſcipline of pe ich t Dofec 
aled 'not with the keyesof Gods houſe, 
z, e. they did not (as the Jewes were wont ts doe) uſurpe the 


power of Execommunicatiofupon cauſes of their particalar in- 


rereffe, but left that wholly to the Church, 5. e. tothe Eccclefia- 
Ric! LGo1 emours, to whom obily that power did belong. Dic 
Eccleſia Matth.18. 17. implyesgs much. That cenſure of Ex- 


- - ” 


feited by their hainous finnes thepriviledge of Gods fonnes) and 
ſo delivered them over to the power-of Satan, tobe led captive 
Yy him athisgwill and pleaſure: As-thoſe zxmong the Ifraelites 
a edwithoutthe Camp werein danger tobe lickt upand 
cvoured bY tt at .OKCOT 
of as it was preſervative in regayd of thoſe that were not tain- 
ted, yet miphtbe; ſo was it meditinall in reſpet of the ficke 


4 * a 


arideriefe-: -and this power of excommunicating was exerciſed 
in common by the Bifhops and Presbyters: which praftice was 
a good glofle upon the words of our Saviour to Peter, Behold, 1 
give thee the keyes of heaven © for what was promiſed: to Peter 
was giyen to his fellow Apoltles, but was to reſt in the 
Church throughont all ages. Witnefle that of Saint Anftinc, 


Vi.r Cor.5.6 Which ESO reſtored to their former ſoundnefſe by ſhame 


- Ep.79. Sihoc m Eccleſia fit, Petrns quando claves accepit Ecele- 


fraws (anftay fionificavit. Vid. Mr. Th.p. 143. where you ſhall 
findefor the-confirmation of this an authority out of Terad. 


nee. Which theſe impoſed upon dalin- 


omir eares by 1/Cor. 5. 13.) did cut men off 
from the converſation o rien) (tor that ſuch;perſonsfor- . 


by the Amalckites. That courſe of : Excommunicati- ” 
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©, ThGmdfrnnlnns Jn 

| Apel.c.39. andanotherout of St, Auft, Homil. «lt. ex 59. How, 

oy. Now becauſe the Church cannot procced in their Cenſares 
 effcuallyortoany good. purpoſe, but by vertue of thoſklawes 
'- - whickareput in force and maintained | f POWersS; 


by the Secular powers 
and becauſe it cannot be expe&ed that the ls. ſhould veeld r. 
a Yolantary fubmiſſfion to the Diſcipline of the Church, farther 
thenit ts enabled by the Lawes of the Realime to exercife it; 
Therefore it is muck to. be wiſhed that thoſe wholeſome and 
pſefull Lawes,by which the Miniſters of the Chinch 2re enabled, 
direQed, and conſtrained toexcrciſe and diſcharge this neceflary 
partof their office, may be revived and patiinto act ; that fo the 
. powerof the Keyesgiventothe Church bp our Lord; being affi- 
fted and firengthned by the Seenler arme,may beanabled to re- 
duce all notorious offenders to a geod hike znd converfatrerby 
the Diſcipline of penance, and to cat them off from che'Church 
that refuſe it, Then this Diſciplinge>of penance vhere-5s not 2 
more:-puiſſant way to beat down Vie, and to-difcountenance 
| MalefaQtors in a Chiiſtian Commonwealth: In regard that 
- when'they bave ſatisfied the Lawes-oS the ay arr with the 
| lofle of goods andreputation, brfrave c{caped dexth by the con- 
nivenceand gentlenefſe of their Judges, Neverthelelle if thedi- . 
ſcipline of the Church were exerciſed upen them, they ſhould 
not communicate with rhe people of God, tillithe Church were 
ſatisfied of their corre&ion-ar | 


th 


{ amendment, This-alſo” would 
give fatisfaRion tothe tender confejences of thoſe good Chrilti- 
ans, who like te:thoſe in St, Cpyriuns timeare ſcandalized when Cypr.Ep.55r. 
they ſeethem admitted'to the Communion who live (without 
SY any theleaſt amendment). inzconſtant prattice and profeſſion #7 
= otfinne. Therg being then ſomuch-good, anditspreventionof 
; fo mnchilonnained in the'Diſcipline of pepance, let-it be the 
| was Ro of all knowing and well-affeted Chriſtians to- 
| wards the State and Church, that the Diſcipline commendedto 
us by aur Saviour, and praiſed by the Apultles, maybe withall 
_ careand ſpeed reformed andbrought againeinto ule, 
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0 s CT. IX. 


TY Aving thus unfolded the nature of that power wherewith 
: Chriſt inveſted his: Apoſtles, and from them derived it to 
$3 kis Church, and that is the power of the Keyes, whereof there be 
| two appendixes, Excommunica'1on andthe Diſcipline of Pe- 
t nance, Mr. Thyproceeds to the diſcovery of theotker part of the 
Churches Othice, and that is the conſtituting and ordaining of - 
| Miniſters, of which there be ſome veſtsg14 or footſtc ps left for 
| our imitation in theholy Scriptures, as, when they had faſtcd ind 
\\ prayed, and laid theirſhands on them, they ſent them away, AG. 
'Y 13.3, AC<,14.23, 1 Tim. 4.14. Neglett not the gift that was 
| | given thee by Prophege, with the impoſition of. the hanas of the 
Wilt | Presbyterie : which words are expounded, 2 7Tim.1.6. by tmspoſi- 
i tiou of my hands; ſo likewiſe 1 Twm.5.22. To which we may 
adde the choice of Matthias, Att. 1.23. and that paſſage in the 
choice of the ſeven Deacons, Att.6.3. Looke ye out among you 
F| © ſeven men of honeſt report «and verſe 5. and 6. They choſe Steven 
© | . andthe reft, and ſet them before the Apoſiles , and whenthey had 
| prayedthey laid their hands upon them. Which place is alledged . 
by St. Cyprias toprove that the people have an interefle, and 
1 ought to havea ſhare in the ordination of Miniſters. And that 
uf | . this was the cuſtome and praftice of the Primitive Church to 
i | publiſh the names of thoſe perſons who were to be ordained, 
= that ſo the people diſcuſſing their lives and manners , mightby 
[3 their approbation ratifie the ordination of ſuch whom they knew 
[3 to be men well gifted, and of an holy converſation, This ap- 
. peares by a remarkable paſſage in the life of Alexander Severus, 
+ | 0rdinationes by anexcellent ſaying of St. Cyprian te this purpoſe,/ and by the 
| | Sacerdstum 6, Ganonef the Councell of Chalcedon. By all which it is evi- 
| #6 populbaſ- gent that thepeopledid not nominate;butonely approve by their 


HE | Z[Lent3s Con - "a. 
Te | nary feri, common ſuffrage and conſent the perſons who were to be ordai- 


 Cypr, ned. And that the Biſhop did adviſe with his Presbyters about 

Wt the nomination of thoſe who were to be ordained Deacons or 
1 Miniſters, this is cleareby thoſe words of St. Cyprian, Ep. 54+ 
where heexcuſcth humſelfe to his Clergy, that he had ordained 


Sarris 


———— ——  - 
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| Saturus and Optatrs alone, without their conſent and approba- 


tien. By this we may colle&t what was practiſcd in that age of 
the Church. | 
© | Firſt, there was anomination or publication of the-perſons 
 . - . pammesto the people. are | 
Secondly, upon their knowledge and approbation of the per- 
ſons to be ordained, there followed impofition of hands, 
wherein conſiſted the accompliſhment of the whole work, 
which is thercfore called xc105miz in Greek. 
Concerning the Ordination of Biſhops onely this may be a= 
verred out of Saint Hierome, who hath recorded that in the 
Church of Alexandria the Presbyters were wont to chooſe a 


| Biſhop out of their owne Claflis or ranks yet we muſt not de- 


ny that the firſt conſtitution ofa Biſhopthere, who was Hanae 

#14, was madeby Aarke the Enzngelifky as we may ſee in Ex- 

richie, latcly (ct forth by Mr. Selaew, And it is evident out of 

many other Authors, that they nominated the perſon to be ap» 

provedof by the p:ople, and to be ordained by the neighbour 

Biſhops. This too is maintained by Saffit Ambroſe inhis Com- 

ment, upon Epheſ, 4. 2. Where wee muſt underſtand by thoſe 

words, /ultoruns Sacerdotum judicium, 1s well the judgement No# ordo ſed. 

of the Presbyters by whom the Biſhop was ele&ed, as of the — DO 

Biſhops of other Churches by whom he was ordaincd,and with ,,,;,* Mins 

whom he was to preſerye the unity of the Church. And unleſle cerdotum judi- 

three Biſhops at the leaſt were preſent, it was not uſuall to or- civ conjtitutue 

daine one. Thus without copſent of the Biſhops all procce- - ; 

dings of tbe Clergy and people were quite diſablcd, and tono ,,;.;/ 2, Wy 

purpoſe in the Primitivetimes. | | 
And althoughthe Buhops in ſome Churches vofurped the po- Y/1.ch:y/.Hom, 


' wer of Ocdination of Miniſters wichout the conſent of their Pref- 2-17 1 Tim. 


It. Hirron, int 


byters , however it is manifelt by the Joyat conſent of the Fa- , þ. ad Euagy, 


thers (who witneſle that the Presbytery was x Bench affiitant 
tothe Biſhop, without advice whereof nothing of mument was 
done or ated) & by the practice of the Apoſiles,that the Presby- 
tes ought to have a (hare with the Biſhop in the impoſition of 
hands. Timothy received impoſition of kands from Sxiat Panl r Tim.4.14. 
and the Presbyters of Aztiochie, This laſt Theſis may 5c coafire > 1146: 
med by the authority of Saint Cyprian, who oft (xprefſcs hime 
ſcife in this particular, That he would never ordaine any with= 
out the advice of his Presbyters, and conſent of the people 3 

BY C which}. 


ho kD 


As for the conſtituting and ordaiping of Bifkops, the advice 
of Mr. Th, is « ft obſcryableand waighty. He adviſes in the 
firſt place,that with all eircumſpe@ion and providence great care 
be nſed in ordering the choice of thems, His meaning is that if the 
people in the primitive Church had an interefſe or ſhare in giving 
conſent to thoſe who were to be ordauned Presbyters, much more 
muſt we think it very juſt and fit, that the votes of the Presby- 
ters and conſent of the people ſhonld now precede and concur 
in the defigning of ſack perſons, under whom and with whom 
they are to guide and be guided tnſpirituall affaires; ſuch perſons 
are Biſhops who ſhould be men molt holy in their life, and moſt 
eminent for learning. Moſt happy would this Nation beif all 
our Prelates were ſuch ; and if that preſcribed method were 
duly obſerved in the choice, ſuch wonld there alwayes or forthe 
molt part be, who ſhonld fit at the Helmeof this. poore dilira- - 
Red Church, now like to that Ship in which Peter was tofled, 

and ready to fink for want of good Pilots, | 


SECT. A. 


trans 


The Grand Reconciler. 


without his Presþyters, to cenſure the offences | (vw hether in da- 
- rine or manners) of thoſe perſons whe have received holy or- 


ders. Mr.Th, clearing firſt that place in x 7. 5. 19, 20. an- Againſt an Ele 
ſwers the queſtion, That withontall doubt it was the” practice <c* receive nor 


an accuſarion 


of the primitive times for the Biſhop with his Presbyters to, 


take the examination of offt:nding Miniſters, whom, being eon- 


3. witneſles, 


vided of their offence by the mouth, (5. e. theafleycration) of 2. &c. 


or 3. witneſſes, he in the preſence of his Presbyters did rebuke 
betoreall in the ſight and hearing of the congregation,that others 
thereby might be firucken with feare to offend God and his peo- 
leby their ſcandalous conyerſation. If this courſe had been ta- 
enformerly with Miviſters and Deacons, it might have ſo plea- 
ſed God that the Church ſhould not nowthave layen bleeding and 


nd 


gaſping in this fatallruine : Neither wapld there have beene gi- 
ven to ourenemies ſo juſt an occaigwlt relating ſad truths in 
Gath and Askelon, & 

Thus following the method of that moſt learned Gentleman, 
I have caft his larger Modell into a lefſer frame, that the cmmen 
people may hereby bebetter inſtructed and adviſed not tothinke 
of deRroying Bithops, but rather labour and with for the reſte- 
ring of their Presbyteries ;/ which forme of government being 
ſet downeand delivered in the holy Scriptures, is commended 
+ apd countenanced by the agreement of hiſtoricall Truth,and pri- 
Mitive prattice, as of the Apoſtles and other ſucceeding ages. 
And ſeeing that the Biſhops ſucceeded the Apoſtles in place and 
funtt;on,T cannot but wonder that thoſe ſhould endeavour to de- 
troy them, thoſe who are Sons of the Apctles Faith and Do- 
Qrine.S. Hieronm of all CharchWriters leaſt favorable to the Or- 


might {cs the Heads of our Church, the Biſhops, faxd (as Ws 
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of pcrance, but did leave the execution of this tothe Biſbop #6d -, - * 

Presbyters.If this were once amended.,ahd officergQuly cenſured * 4] 
by the B”'& their Presbytersopenly inthe urch,or i in any; | 
hike place of Juſtice: And beſides the exctCiſeof this diſcip ling 
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| they enjoined their joint pains 8& parts inthe'tr 
. tion of perſons whocome forOrdmation,providing 
ordained bur thoſe who are either Affiſtants of,and a ; 


_ 


to'Cures (accerding to our Lawes) if this were fait F 
and Minitters without connivence cenſured who Ihetld 

; either in life or dorine, then ſhould we ſce Righteoulf 4 

PE | downelike 4 Regaone 'n our ES. Peace would rg TREE 

Rs ithin ouravals, and Plenty in our | _— OT 

' 3 5 This is my daily prayer,and it is the defireef al good oY 

——. -. \ftians: 

FE - : Dapacem Dowine un diehwa noeftr is. 
2 ;. -, GivepeaceinourtimeO Lord. 

'V I | ol - M7 y for the peace of Jerulalem. 24M 
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Kinde Reader, | | 

The Authors of this Book being by multiplicity of imployments detained 

from meeting together to reviſe the whole before the impreſſion was fi- 

niſhed,the Errare ſwell toa greater number then may ſtand with the cre» 


dit ofthe Book,but if thou p eaſeſt before the reading of it,with thy pen 
to corre thele enſuing,we hope it willtend the more to thy ſatisfaftion. 


Pee: 1.line 5. t Joh. 5.32. read Joh.y.22. p.5.1.26. blot out [;s]. p.6.1.22. in ſore Copies 
.  & [comparing]reconforming. p.52.1.19.threey r-rwo, and 1.20, blot out theſe words [ 3.It 
an exerciſed power] p.73.1.6.ix margin [potentiſſima] r. poriflima. p.75.1.7.ſerve r.ſwear, 
Þ3:-L3.conventies,r.conventions. and 1.34.cfentiall r.ſeverall.p.$4.1.14.ſubjeQ,r-direQ- 
- © . Ty and properly ſubordinate. p.85.1.33.effentiall r- ſeyerall. p.87.1 4. ſeeing, r. preaching. 
of Pio yl-36,37; out thoſe words [ God hath —_—_ us'the ſpirit of feare bur of power, 
-1.7-] p.96.1.25-1 Cor-19.r. 1 Cor.14. p.103el.2.emoxir r. &739xovo.p.111,1.1.t0 5. 
blat out the ſentence from [ſuppoſing] {0 the period. and 1.10.perfeR, r. profeſt. pc1 11. 1.7. be- 
cauſe inno. r. bur. p.11 5.1.5. b!ot out [joyntly].p.118.1.3. blot out theſe words [3.He that 
ſhewcth mercy, 5.e« ſuch as were to entertain ſtrangers, relieve the fick, &c. ver,8.] p.121» 
L1o.blet oxt [yer] P-12 3.1. 34. blot out[well] p.1 69-l11.1 Coregui. r. x Cor.g.20. p.172. 
1.17, blot out [ of rhe Church ] P» I95, 1. 5. a multitude re multitudes, p.21 4. 1.28. blot our 
[greater], and 1.2g.r.ow/od oc. Other literall faults will be pardoned of courſe. 
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